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Proinde tona eloguio, folitum tibi-—— VIRG. 


court end of the town, who was gene- 
goats tally accounted a very fine preacher, 
¥ that ufed to aim at delivering himfelf 
“ied in the moft bold and animated ftile of 
oratory. The tone of his voice was 
nicely accommodated to the different branches of his dif- 
courfe, and every thing was pronounced with uncommon 
energy and emphafis; he alfo indulged himfelf in equal 
freedom of aétion, and abounded in various extraordi- 
nary gefticulations; his fermons themfelves were fown 
thick with tropes, metaphors, and fimilies, and every 
-where enriched with apoffrophe and profopopeta, 
Von. Il. 5U As 
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As I knew that this reverend “gentleman hai been 
abroad with a young nobleman in the eApacity ofa. tra- 
velling tutor, I did not wonder at the violent exeieion of 
his voice, and the vehemence of his aétion ; as this is a 
piece of clerical foppery, Which an itinerant clergyman 
is apt to adopt, while his pupil is gleaning all the other 
follies of Paris: at which place it is very common to fee 
a capuchine {0 heated with his fubje@, that he ofted feems 
in danger of throwing himfelf out of the pulpit. But I 
was at a lof how to ‘account for’ the glowing ftile of 
his difcourfes, till happening to turn over the works of a 
celebrated French preacher, I found that the oratorical 
performances of my friend were no other than faithful 
tranflations of them, . ee ae 


Tuts fort of pulpit plagiarifm may perhaps be more 
adapted to the tafte-of -fome of--our fathionable de- 
claimers, than the more hackneyed method of. tran- 
fcribing a page from Barrow, Tillotfon, or Atterbury : 
but although fuch practices may be: lefs liable to’ de- 
tection, it is eertainly. more orthodox to rifle the works 
of our own Divines, than to ranfack the treafares.of 
Romifh priefts ; and their inflamed orations are undoubt- 
edly lefs adapted to the genius of our people, than the 
fober reafonings of our: own preachers. It muft be 
-ownied ‘indeed that fome of our clergy are greatly want- 
ing in that life and fpirit, which would render their 
inftructions more affecting as well as more pleafing. 
Their fermons are frequently drawn out in one continued 
drawl, without any variation of voice or gefture: fo 
that it is no wonder, if fome of the congregation fhould 
be caught -napping, when the preacher himfelf hardly 
| | feems 
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feems to ‘be awake. But though this drawl’ ‘délivery 
is not to be commended, yet’ a “ferious ‘eartlelthets is 
moft likely to éhgdge the attention, and‘ Cdnvinice ‘the 
reafon.! This manner, as it is hia decent in’ icles is 
belt’ fuited ‘to “an Englifh ‘audience ; though ‘it ‘is ‘Do 
wonder that a different ftraih of oratory {Mould prevail 
in France, fince a Frenchman accothpanies alttioft every 
word * in ordinary ’ ‘converfition With’ Tome ’ Fantaftic 
gefture,” and even ‘enquires concefning your “health, and 
talks’ of the weit,” wih ‘a thoufand Thruge and 
grimacts. . ' 


' But though I'dd ‘not like: to fee a preacher lazily 
toting on thé éuthion, or dozing’ over his fermon-cafe, 
and” hitariguing his audiénce ‘with’ ‘an “ unichriftian 
apathy ; yet even’ this unanimiatéd delivery ‘is ‘perhaps 
féfs offenfive, than to obferve'a élergyman lefs affiduous 
tO inftradt his audience, than to be admired “by them. 
A fober divine fhould not 'aféend the pulpit with the 
famé paffions that 4 public orator mounts the roftrum : 

much lefs fhould he affume the voice, gefture, and de- 
pottment of a player, and the language of the theatre, 
He ‘thould preferve a temperance in the moft earneft parts 
of ‘his’ difcourle, ‘and go through the whole of it in fuch 
4 thariner, as beft agrees with the folemn place in which 
it is uttered. ‘Pompous nonfenfe, bellowed out with a 
thundering accent, comes with a worfe grace from the 
pulpit, than bomibaft and fuftian injudicioufly ranted 
forth by a “ periwig-pated fellow” on the ftage. I can- 
not better illuftrate the abfurdity and indecency of this 
manner, than by a familiar, though fhameful, inftance 
of it. Whoever ‘has occafionally joined with the 
butchers'in making up the audience of the Clare-Market 
Orator 
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Orator will agree with me, that the impropriety of his 
{tile and the extravagance.of his action become ftill. more 
fhocking and intolerable by the day which they pro- 
phane, and the ecclefiaftical appearance of the place in 
which the declaimer harangues. . Thus while thofe 
who thunder out damnation from parifh pulpits, may, 
from affuming the manners of the theatre, be refembled 
to ranting players; the Clare-Market Orator, while he 
turns religion into farce, muft be confidered as exhibiting 
fhews and interludes of an inferior nature, and -himfelf 
regarded as a Jack-pudding in a gown and caflock. 
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A BLOATED ftile is, perhaps of all others leaf to be 
commended, It is more frequently made a fhelter for 
nonfenfe, than a vehicle of truth: but though improper 
on all occafions, it more efpecially deviates from, the 
chafte plainnefs and fimplicity of Pulpit Eloquence. Nor 
am I lefs difpleafed with thofe who are admired by fome 
as pretty preachers; as I think a clergyman may be a 
coxcomb in his ftile and manner, as well as a prig in his 
appearance. Flowers of rhetoric injudicioufly fcattered 
over a fermon are as difgufting in his difcourfe, as the 
{nug wig and fcented white handkerchief in his drefs. The 
pretty preacher aims alfo at politenefs and good-breeding, 
takes the ladies to tafk in a genteel vein of raillery, and 
handles their, modith foibles with the fame air that he 
gallants their fans: but if he has a mind to put his abili- 
ties to the ftretch, and indulge himfelf in a more than 
ordinary flow of rhetoric, he fritters away the folemnity 
of fome fcriptural fubject ; and I have heard a flourifhing 
declaimer of this caft take off from the awful idea of the 
Paffion by dwelling principally on the gracefulnefs of 
perfon, {weetnefs of voice, and elegance of deportment 
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in the Divine Sufferer; and at another time in {peaking 
of the Fall, I have known him enter into a picturefque 
defcription of the woods, groves, and rivulets, panfies, 


pinks, and violets, that threw a perpetual gaicty over the 
face of nature in the garden of Eden. 


AFFECTED oratory and an extravagant delivery were 
firft practifed by thofe who vary from the regular efta- 
blifhed church: nor is there any manner fo unbecoming 
and indecent, which has not at one time or another been 
accounted truly fpiritual and graceful. Snuffling through 
the nofe with an harmonious twang has been regarded 
as a kind of church-mufic beft calculated to raife devo- 
tion, and a piteous chorus ef fighs and groans has been 
thought the moft effectual call to repentance. Irregular 
tremblings of the voice and contortions of the perfon have 
long been the eloquence of Quakers and Prefbyterians ; 
and are now the favourite mode of preaching practifed by 
thofe felf-ordained teachers, who {trike out new lights in 
religion, and pour forth their extempore rhapfodies in 
a torrent of enthufiaftical oratory. An infpired cobler 
will thunder out anathemas, with the tone and gefture of 
St. Paul, from a joint-ftool; and an enlightened brick- 
layer will work himfelf up to fuch a pitch of vehemence, 
as fhall make his audience quake again. I am forry to 
fee our regular divines rather copying than reforming this 
hot and extravagant manner of preaching; ‘arid have 
with pain been witnefs to a wild intemperate delivery in 
our parifh-churches, which I fhould only have expeted 


at the chapel in Long-Acre, or at the Foundery and Ta- 
bernacle in Moor-Fields. 


Vot. II. sx As 
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As a ferious earneftnefs in the delivery, and a nervous 
fimplicity in the ftile of a difcourfe, are the moft becom- 
ing ornaments of the pulpit, fo an affectation of elo- 
quence is no where fo offenfive. The delivery of a 
preacher as well as his diction fhould, like his drefs, be 
plain and decent. Inflamed eloquence and wild geftures 
are unfuitable to the place and his funétion; and though 
fuch vehement heat may perhaps kindle the zeal of a 
few enthufiaftic old beldams in the ifle, it has a very dif- 
ferent effect on the more rational part of the congrega- 
tion. I would therefore recommend it to our fathion- 
able divines to aim at being Preachers rather than Orators 
or Actors, and to endeavous to make their difcourfes ap- 
pear like Sermons rather than Orations. 
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